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Brum Cohousing (Brum Coho) uses a number of methods for communication, both internally and 
externally. 

Brum Coho wordpress website 
The Brum Coho wordpress website has a lot of background information about cohousing and a 
little about some other forms of alternative living patterns. It has information about Brum Coho in 
particular. It has a lot - a lot - of links to cohousing information, including a section on nerdy stuff 
like UK legislation, and various semi-official recommendations for housing like for accessibility, 
space, etc. 
 
Well worth perusing, just to see what’s there. 

Brum Coho Facebook presence 
I’m not really a facebook person yet, but if anyone is interested in doing things with it, then there is 
a Facebook page and a Facebook group. I believe there’s a lot of potential with these, but 
someone else will need to lead on them, and show the rest of us how they can be useful. 

Brum Coho GDrive 
Brum Coho members have access to a Google Drive. This is a set of folders, just the same as on 
your computer, except that they live on a hard drive in a big warehouse somewhere that’s owned 
by Google. You access them over the internet. Files and folders have web addresses (URLs) so 
you can bookmark them for easy access. A separate document about our use of the GDrive is 
available. 
 
The top-level members folder has subfolders including: 

● Agendas and minutes - you can see what happened at previous meetings 
● Biographies - you can look at why other people are attracted to cohousing, and put your 

story in there too. 
● Info - general info about cohousing. 
● Partners - information for members about the various partners we need to, or are thinking 

of working with - e.g. Birmingham City Council, UK Cohousing Network, designers, 
architects, banks, builders. 

● Policies - various documents that members have produced for the community - e.g. a pets 
policy, diversity and equality policy, site development criteria, etc. 

● Sandbox - an area for people to experiment with working together on a document. Google 
docs allows two or more people to be working on the same document at the same time, 
and / or to make suggested changes that might be included in the document. Worth playing 
around with, to let you feel confident that you are not going to break anything! 

https://brumcohousing.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/brum.cohousing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/566855446999590
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1R5P8Vmi0-hXGg6jCxhj9ZjOCTSur1gFY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FQh06yLHYfeEojJho5htX_jznAre-lE-9Vcq-WdqmPc/edit


● Stubs - documents on the various topics that we need to discuss and work on. It’s probably 
easiest for people - individually or a group - to grab a topic and start writing it up, then 
present it to the group for feedback. 

 
There are also folders for: 

● Admin - this is mostly set aside for the protection of people’s personal data. 
● Friends - we can set up a folder for each friend, as we acquire them, to give each the 

appropriate information about Brum Coho that they need. 
● Partners - as above, for partners. 
● Public - this would be a good place to put any files that we want the public to have access 

to, but are too big for the website? 

Email 
We need to be careful with people’s data, like their email addresses. Where it’s necessary to be 
careful, then it’s better to do something like address the email to yourself, then Bcc to the other 
email addresses involved. 
 
On the other hand, we are getting to know each other personally, so sharing email addresses to 
give a more human touch to emails will be a good thing too. 
 
There are a number of ways we can email each other: 
Send an email to / bcc brum-cohousing-members@googlegroups.com. This is exactly the same as 
a regular email in every respect, except that when you send it to this address, it will be forwarded 
on to all the people in the googlegroup. It’s fairly anonymous, so some people would feel that it’s 
better for formal communications. 
 
A number of us are happy to share our email addresses with other members of the group. In that 
case, we can simply send the email to / cc all the individuals as required. This does mean that 
everyone in such an email conversation has the responsibility to add any new people / email 
addresses as they come in. Many people would feel that this is a more personal way of 
approaching emails, and perhaps people are more likely to respond than to an anonymous group 
email. 

WhatsApp 
WhatsApp is a mobile app, messages are delivered straight to your phone. You can message the 
whole group, or selected individuals. This is particularly good for less formal communications, and 
for last-minute arrangements - e.g. for spontaneous social events or for letting people know you 
are running late, etc. 
 
 

mailto:brum-cohousing-members@googlegroups.com

