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We recognise that, for many people, pets are an important member of the family; and also that not 
everyone likes cats and/or dogs. Residents and their guests should be free to enjoy any common 
outdoor space, as well as their dwelling's private outdoor space, including for cooking and eating, 
without intrusion from pets, whilst pet owners should also feel comfortable living in the community 
with their animals. 

Aims of the policy 
1. to enable ownership of pets by residents, while minimising the potential for nuisance to 

neighbours; 
2. to promote and support responsible pet ownership amongst community members; 
3. to ensure the community remains accessible to all, including those with allergies, asthma 

and a fear of animals; 
4. to protect wildlife in/around the community; 
5. to promote harmonious relationships between pet- and non-pet owners, and maintain a 

peaceful, clean and safe environment for all to enjoy; 
6. to avoid placing unreasonable restrictions on those members of the community for whom a 

pet is an important member of their family. 
 
The policy recognises that pets have different needs according to age, species, breed and 
personality, pose differing threats to wildlife, and that residents may have a variety of beliefs about 
animals, including their medical treatment. Pet-owners are expected to act responsibly, and the 
policy aims to offer a range of possible actions; it encourages dialogue based on respect for the 
choices of others, and accepts that different options are possible depending on pet/owner needs. 
 

1. Only common domestic pets are allowed. 
2. Pet owners are responsible for ensuring their pets are well cared for: 

a. all outdoor pets should be neutered and microchipped; 
b. pets should be maintained in a disease- and flea-free condition, with regular and 

appropriate treatments, unless this would be detrimental to the pet’s health; 
c. pets must not pose health risks to people, other pets, or to wildlife (within reason). If 

pet owners become aware that their pet has infectious or communicable diseases 
or infestations, they will inform other residents so they can take their own preferred 
actions for themselves and their pets. Owners of affected pets will take appropriate 
responsible action and precautions, and will keep cats indoors and dogs on leads 
until treatment is successfully completed. 

3. Numbers of outdoor pets will be limited both per-household, and across the community as 
a whole (to be negotiated, dependent on size of the community). It’s intended that there 
should be a degree of flexibility in these maximum numbers, e.g. prospective members of 
the community wanting to bring family pets with them would not necessarily be prevented 
from doing so even if this would exceed the agreed numbers (both per-household, and/or 
across the whole community); this could be permitted on the understanding that there 



would be no like-for-like replacement of pets without the agreement of the Committee/until 
pet numbers return to the agreed level. 

4. No pets in the common house, or in the children’s play area (except assistance/service 
dogs) 

5. Dogs 
a. should be well trained, and exercised and toileted appropriately; 
b. will be kept within the confines of their own private space; owners are responsible 

for maintaining the security of their property boundaries; 
c. will be accompanied and kept under control at all times when in shared areas. 

When a dog is found unattended in a shared area, the owner is expected to 
respond promptly to the request to contain/tether their animal. 

6. Cats 
a. with the aim of minimising their impact on local wildlife, cat owners will assess their 

risk and take appropriate measures; 
b. to discourage - as far as possible - cats toileting in communal areas, cat owners will 

ensure provision of sufficient numbers of litter trays at home. 
7. Small indoor pets must be well-cared for, including having adequately-sized 

accommodation. They are the responsibility of their owner/household, who are expected to 
follow the advice in the Pet/Animal Welfare Guidelines (below). Rabbits should be neutered 
and vaccinated. 

8. Owners are responsible for: 
a. preventing incidents and dealing with problems; they will make a commitment to be 

gracious and responsive when receiving complaints about their pet(s), and to agree 
to address concerns about pet(s) that cause a problem for their neighbours. Any 
serious incidents must be addressed immediately. 

b. damage caused to property by their pets. 
c. ensuring their pets do not cause excessive noise, and dealing effectively with the 

problem, should this occur. 
d. removing pet faeces in outdoor areas, and disposing of it hygienically. Owners of 

outdoor cats may find it difficult to identify, or immediately notice, their pets’ waste, 
therefore cat owners to agree between themselves how best to do this in 
common/shared areas. (collective responsibility - regular group poo-picking 
sessions (for cat owners)?/collect any cat faeces when they see it?). 
Non-cat-owners could assist by drawing attention to any they see. 

e. using a professional cleaner when vacating a property for the purposes of 
thoroughly cleaning the property. 

f. ensuring their pets are neutered and microchipped (anything rabbit-sized and 
above), and do not procreate. 

9. Any pet that hurts or threatens a person or another animal, unprovoked, may be subject to 
immediate exclusion, at the discretion of the Pet Committee/higher authority 

10. Residents shall be responsible for the pets of their visitors. 
11. Introducing new pets: 

a. Members will consult with the Pet Committee before introducing a new pet. 
b. New pets will be approved only if the Pet Committee is satisfied regarding control, 

noise, population density, disposal of waste (including cat litter). 
12. Pets of new arrivals will be considered on a case-by-case basis by the Pet Committee. 
13. The Pet Committee will be responsible for the ongoing implementation of this Policy and 

the Guidelines, and retains the right to exclude outdoor pets. They may also declare a 
moratorium on new pets. The policy is intended to have a degree of flexibility, at the 
discretion of the Committee. 

14. The Pet Policy will be used in conjunction with the Pet/Animal Welfare Guidelines. 



 

Pet committee 
The policy will be overseen and managed by the Pet committee (size to be determined). The Pet 
committee will meet regularly (frequency to be agreed); meetings will be publicised, and are open 
to other residents. Any resident may formally join the committee at any time. 
The Pet Committee will include at least one non-pet owning member of the cohousing community. 

Responsibilities 
1. make new arrivals or prospective owners of a new pet aware of the Pet Policy, and the 

Pet/Animal Welfare Guidelines; 
2. help any prospective owner of a new pet understand, and agree to follow, the Policy and 

the Guidelines; 
3. keep a record of all pets that have been approved; 
4. at least one member of the committee will meet dog(s) of (prospective) new arrivals; 
5. arbitrate in disputes over pets. If the Committee is unable to resolve a conflict, the issue will 

be referred to the (Residents’ Association): their decision is final and may include eviction 
of the problem pet. 

Approvals process 
1. All residents must inform a member of the Pet Committee if they want to acquire a new pet. 
2. The Pet Committee will give the community two weeks notice, to raise any objections. 
3. If any objections are raised, the decision as to whether the pet will be approved is then 

brought to the next (Residents Association) meeting. Their decision is final. 
4. If no objections are raised, the Pet Committee will inform the resident of their pet’s 

approval. 

Pet / animal welfare guidelines 
These guidelines are intended as a framework for pet owners, to ensure their pets stay healthy 
and happy. It also includes guidelines on monitoring their pets’ interaction with local wildlife. 

1. Microchipping for dogs is required by law. 
2. Neutering is mandatory for all eligible pets (cats, dogs, rabbits) living in the community; 

small indoor pets - for whom neutering is not practical - should not be allowed to breed. 
3. There may occasionally be medical reasons for not following the recommendations outlined 

in the guidelines, in which case owners/prospective owners must present evidence for this 
to the Pet Committee, who will consider the case and make a decision. 

Neutering 
There are recognised health benefits, as well as avoiding unwanted/unplanned litters at a time 
when animal rescues are struggling to cope with the huge number of abandoned, unwanted and 
neglected animals. All cats, dogs and rabbits should be neutered (unless medically advised 
otherwise). 
Owners must ensure that all of their pets (indoor, outdoor, small, large etc) are not allowed to 
breed. 



Microchipping 
This is now a legal requirement for dogs. It’s also strongly recommended that cats (even house 
cats) and rabbits are microchipped. Contact details should be kept up to date. 

Vaccinations, flea and worm treatments 
Preliminary vaccinations for cats and dogs, followed by annual boosters are strongly 
recommended to keep pets healthy. Rabbits are recommended two vaccines a year to ensure they 
live happy, healthy lives. 
Flea and worm treatments are recommended by vets for cats and dogs; rabbits may need flea 
treatment if living in a multi-species household. 

Supporting Wildlife 
hedgehogs - can be vulnerable to dog attack; if hedgehogs are known to be in the area, dogs 
should be closely supervised/kept on a lead when outside at dusk/evening, when hedgehogs 
become more active. There are many simple ways of maintaining a hedgehog-friendly garden and 
gardening habits. 
birds and small rodents - are vulnerable to predation by cats. Obviously it’s impossible to eliminate 
risk entirely, but simple measures can be taken, e.g. use of a quick-release collar with a bell, and 
keeping the cat in at night (particularly avoiding the hour before sunset, and the hour after sunrise). 
bird feeders should be off-ground type, to avoid encouraging rodents. 
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